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Drinking and driving 
laws will change in 2017

Effective Jan. 1, 2017 (pending Legislative approval), drinking and 
driving now has bigger consequences for everyone in Saskatchewan. 
Here are the highlights of those changes courtesy of SGI.

ZERO TOLERANCE FOR ALCOHOL AND DRUGS
Current law: Zero tolerance for drivers under the age of 19 and all 

new drivers (60-day licence suspension on first offence).
New law: Zero tolerance for alcohol or drugs for drivers 21 and 

under and all new drivers (60-day licence suspension on first offence 
still applies).

VEHICLE SEIZURES FOR .04 TO .08 BLOOD 
ALCOHOL CONTENT (BAC) OFFENCES

Current law: No vehicle seizure for experienced drivers with .04 
to .08 BAC on first offence.

New law: Three-day vehicle seizure for experienced drivers with 
.04 to .08 BAC on first offence.

IGNITION INTERLOCK DURATION
Current law for .08 BAC and above, impaired or refuse breath 

sample: First offence (one year); second offence (two years); third 
and subsequent offences (five years).

New law for .08 to .159 BAC or impaired: First offence (one year); 
second offence (three years); third and subsequent offences (10 
years). For over .16 BAC or refuse breath sample: First offence (two 
years); second offence (five years); third and subsequent offences (10 
years).

Current law for drivers under 19 and new drivers (Zero BAC): 
Third offence: voluntary ignition interlock for 365 days, after 90-day 
suspension.

New law for drivers 21 and under and new drivers (Zero BAC): 
Third offence: mandatory ignition interlock for 365 days, after 365-
day suspension.

Be sure to check out the changes to the cellphone legisla-
tion too. Distracted driving kills people as well. The next 
time you’re with someone texting and driving tell them to 
pull over and stop being an idiot. For more information visit: 
www.sgi.sk.ca/individuals/penalties/2017laws

A safe ride home 
takes planning

No matter where you live — Saskatoon or Regina, 
small town or on a farm — getting home safely takes 
planning. But what happens when people can’t rely on 
public transit or taxi services for that safe ride home? 
Make a better plan.

“Controlling when a business has to open and 
close puts thousands of people out on the street at 
the same time, and they are all drunk together,” says 
Mitchell Lupichuk, owner of the Capitol in downtown 
Saskatoon. “On nights like New Years and Halloween, 
people can’t get a cab because they don’t answer, so 
people wait around till 3 or 4 in the morning, and then 
maybe they will get a cab. But most people aren’t will-
ing to do that, especially in the winter months.”

That is why some bars in Saskatoon and Regina are 
working with First Choice to get their patrons home 
over the holidays. First Choice is a designated car ser-
vice that will drive people and their vehicles  home for 
free.

If you live in a city that is fortunate to have a pubic 
transit system be sure to take advantage of the Ding In 
The New Year service on New Year’s Eve. Bus service 
is free that evening and will often run as late as 2 a.m. 
Hours of operation do vary between cities, so check 
your local transit service for details.

Then there is Operation Red Nose. For the last 
eight years Saskatoon, Regina, Prince Albert and the 
Battlefords have used this volunteer service to get hun-
dreds of people home safe over the holidays. Simply 
use the app or the website to enter your location to re-
ceive the number of someone who will drive you and 
your car home safely. The service is free but donations 
are accepted.

“There is a big difference when it comes to the op-
tions that people have to get home safely, and some of 
the smaller communities that can’t call a cab or there is 
no designated driving service,” says Kelley Brinkworth, 
SGI manager of media relations. “Although that doesn’t 
give people an excuse, you have to think about differ-
ent options.”

Saskatchewan, you 
have a problem

Drinking and driving kills people. This is not 
new, but every day people throughout Saskatchewan 
still do it. In fact, this province has one of the high-
est rates of drinking and driving in Canada. Cleary, 
knowing that someone could die isn’t enough to 
keep people from getting behind the wheel after a 
few drinks. That’s why the Saskatchewan govern-
ment moved recently to change the drinking and 
driving laws.

Now, if you read through the changes highlight-
ed by SGI and think, “Meh, it’s only a couple beers” 
then read it again. But this time think about driv-
ing to work — oops, sorry your car was impound-
ed. What about that vacation to Mexico to escape 
Saskatchewan’s bitter cold winter? Nope, you’re go-
ing to have to tough it out with that criminal record.

Then there’s the family who are spending the hol-
idays mourning the loss of a loved one all because 
you drank a couple of beers — oh wait, this story 
isn’t only about you. Just remember that last holiday 
season there were 199 collisions, 33 people injured 
and seven deaths as a result of drinking and driving 
in Saskatchewan.

Enough of the guilt trip — let’s talk about what 
a 0.04 blood alcohol level (BAC) looks like.  It all 
depends on your weight, time spent drinking, and 
the alcohol content — plus a whole lot of other fac-
tors including food, muscle mass, etc. So consider 
this a loose guideline: Four standard drinks (12oz 
beer with 5% alcohol) when consumed in three 
hours will give someone who weighs 195 lbs. a BAC 
of 0.04. If you’re 130lbs. and have two drinks in two 
hours that’s a BAC of 0.045. Both mean your car 
is automatically seized for three days on the first 
offense.

However, instead of doing the math simply plan a 
safe ride home, and be sure to think it through. Just 
because there is a taxi service doesn’t mean it’s go-
ing to be available when thousands of people are all 
looking for a safe ride home at the exact same time.

'Tis the season to plan a safe ride home
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